His sincerity was never impugned, but the vehemence of his advocacy in a cause so dishonest was not, perhaps, the sanest or the most ingenuous of his political career. He believed himself to be, and for all I know may be, a Free Trader, though in one comparatively so intelligent this seems difficult to believe. However this may be, Mr. Chamberlain's Tariff Reform proposals gave him, as they gave Mr. Churchill, a fairly decent pretext for leaving the Conservative Party altogether.
And so it happened that in 1906 Seely became Liberal Member for the Abercrombie Division of Liverpool. *In 1908, when Mr. Asquith formed his Government, he became Under-Seeretary of State for the Colonies, and he carried through the House of Commons the South Africa Union Bill.
His progress was now rapid. When Lord Hal-dane became Lord Chancellor he was made Secretary of State for War. It is undoubtedly true that he contributed much to the mobility of the Expeditionary Force which Lord Haldane had brought into being. The only failure in Haldane's calculation was to make shipping arrangements by which it was certain that the Expeditionary Force would arrive in time to co-operate effectively with the French, if the Germans attacked in force through Belgium. The Admiralty refused to guarantee a sufficient number of ships to transport the force unless they were permitted to hold an immense amount of tonnage idle for an indefinite period. Seely invited four of the ablest shipowners in the world to advise him in his dilemma. They were, Sir Thomas Hoyden," of the Cunard; Sir Lionel Fletcher, of the White Star; Sir «Richard Holt, of the Blue Funnel Line; and
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